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BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT
04-16939
INVESTIGATION — 48™ DISTRICT COURT

BACKGROUND

The 48™ District Court Administrator James Harkins was made aware of alleged
improprieties by one of his staff. The alleged actions appeared to be criminal in nature,
so Chief Judge Small and Mr. Harkins notified Chief Werner of the situation. Upon
learning this information Chief Werner directed Captain Bowden to conduct an
investigation into the matter. Detective Dwayne Barker was directed to assist Captain
Bowden in this investigation.

Mr. Harkins relayed the following information to investigators: Judge Diane
D’ Agostini had attended a fund-raiser for political candidate David Law on October 5,
2004 in West Bloomfield Township. While the Judge was at this event, Sharon Law
(mother of candidate David Law and West Bloomfield Township Clerk) openly spoke
about a court clerk at the 48" District Court. Sharon Law said this clerk was instrumental
in the dismissal of an O.U.LL. case where the defendant was the wife of attorney Neil
Rockind. Mrs. Law told Judge D’ Agostini that this clerk got the case dismissed and
attorney Neil Rockind paid for this clerk’s weekend stay at the Drake Hotel in Chicago,
Illinois after the dismissal. Mrs. Law could not immediately remember the name of the
clerk, so she asked her son. Her son stated the clerk’s name was Michelle (Horton).

Further rumors regarding alleged “favors” received by Michelle Horton for her
participation in having cases dismissed or charges lessened were relayed by Sharon Law
~ either directly to Judge D’ Agostini or within her range of hearing.

Mr. Harkins contacted Sharon Law to ask for more information. He received
more detailed information about these “favors™ along with other information, which was
relayed to investigators and is covered in more detail in the following report.
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PHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN MR. HARKINS AND MRS. LAW

On October 8, 2004 James Harkins had a phone conversation with West
Bloomfield Township Clerk Sharon Law. Mrs. Law advised Mr. Harkins of several
rumors about the actions of 48™ District Court Clerk Michelle Horton. M. Harkins
passed the information on to investigators. Briefly the rumors were as follows:

Michelle Horton mistakenly thought Lori Barron (wife of judicial candidate Marc
Barron) had been arrested on 9/30/03 for O.U.LL. The Register of Actions shows this
date because that was the date the new O.W.I. statute went into effect. Lori Barron did
not have a previous conviction. Allegedly Michelle Horton was spreading this rumor,
because she wanted judicial candidate Steven Kaplan to win the election. Apparently she
(Michelle) felt her job was more secure if Mr. Kaplan was elected judge, rather than Mr.
Barron. “Judge Avadenka’s clerk” also reportedly faxed a Register of Actions (ROA) to
Mrs. Law possibly via Kim Bykalo (former court employee currently working for Mrs.
Law) with the comments previously mentioned.

Michelle Horton was reportedly “taking favors” to get cases dismissed. Specifically a
2002 case involving the arrest of Attorney Neil Rockind’s wife was supposedly dismissed
partly due to the actions of Michelle Horton. Ms. Horton supposedly got the arresting
officer Scott Wilson (Bloomfield Hills Public Safety) to dismiss the case. In return for
this, Neil Rockind paid for Michelle and a friend’s weekend at the Drake Hotel in
Chicago.

Attorney Todd Williams gave Ms. Horton gift certificates for Andiamos’ Restaurant
because she did favors for him. Ms. Horton took the entire criminal staff from the court
to lunch on Mr. William’s certificate.

Owners or employees of Big Daddy’s Restaurant gave Ms. Horton free dinners, drinks,
and hockey tickets because she would “help their friends”.

Ms. Horton asked Sgt. Riegler from the Orchard Lake Police Department to dismiss a
traffic ticket issued to the daughter of Ms. Horton’s sister’s boss. Mr. Horton apparently
received free doors for this favor.

Attorney Walt Connolly had an open account at the Capitol Grill for Ms. Horton due to
her “helping” with Mr. Connolly’s daughter’s case at the 48 District Court. Ms. Horton
also had an open account at 220 Merrill — unknown if this was also due to Mr. Connolly.

Ms. Horton supposedly ran driving records for friends sometimes for money. She also
would “run license plates” for friends or herself if they saw a “cute guy” driving and
wanted information. Reportedly she has “cut back™ a lot since employee Yvette
Underwood got fired for doing similar acts.



